Negative priming in schizophrenia revisited.
Reduced spatial negative priming (SNP) in schizophrenia is commonly attributed to the inability to filter out irrelevant information. However, some investigators have suggested that reduced SNP in patients is caused by either perceptual mismatching or salience of the distracter. The goal of the present study was to determine the influence of these perceptual processes. In this preliminary report, we present data of 15 schizophrenia patients on atypical medication and 15 matched healthy controls. Compared to controls, patients showed a reduced SNP effect, even when controlled for perceptual mismatching. This reduced effect was not affected by distracter salience.